The Tools

We Share

A Path to Unity children’s story




A strong storm blew through the neighborhood during the night.
Wind and rain shook the trees and rattled the houses.



The next morning, Maya and Jordan saw Mr. Chen standing beside his old shed.
Part of the roof was broken, the door hung crooked, and boards covered the yard.



“Whoa,” Jordan said.
Mr. Chen looked at the damage and smiled. “I think my shed lost an argument with the wind.”



Maya and Jordan wanted to help.
Soon, neighbors began coming into the yard too.



One neighbor brought a ladder. Another brought a drill.
Others brought hammers, gloves, screws, lumber, and more.



No one person had everything they needed.
But together, the neighborhood had plenty.



The adults worked on the roof and repaired the broken walls and doors.
Maya and Jordan carried light supplies, sorted screws, and helped clean up.



Everyone did what they could.
Little by little, the broken shed became strong again.



When the work was finished, Mr. Chen looked at all the tools around him.
“All of this was sitting in different garages yesterday,” he said.



“And today we needed all of it,” Maya said.
Mr. Chen thought for a moment. “Maybe some of it should stay here.”
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Neighbors began bringing tools they did not use every day.
Soon, the repaired shed had shelves, garden tools, hammers, and useful equipment for everyone to share.
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Maya looked around the organized shed. “It’s like a library.”
Jordan smiled. “Except the books have handles.”
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Then Jordan asked an important question.
“What happens if somebody doesn’t bring something back?”
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The neighbors made simple rules: sign tools out, use them safely, return them on time, and report anything
that breaks.
“If we share the tools, we share the responsibility too,” Mr. Chen said.
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One day, a neighbor returned a drill and admitted that one of the bits had broken.
He told Mr. Chen what happened and replaced it instead of hiding the problem.
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Before long, Mr. Chen’s shed had become the neighborhood tool library.
When people share what they have—and take care of what they share—a little can go a long way.
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When people share what they
have—and take care of what they
share—a little can go a long way.
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