
The Playground

Everyone Built

A Path to Unity children�s story



Between the school and the neighborhood sat a field of hard dirt and tall weeds. It had been empty for as long as

anyone could remember.
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Adults called it "the empty lot." The children called it "the place where something should be."
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Amir wanted a soccer field. Sofia wanted a garden. Jordan wanted a stage where people could make music and

meet.
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Maya wanted a playground everyone could use - including her cousin Eli, who used a wheelchair.

4



Then Path to Unity announced a $25,000 grant for one school, church, or community organization. The children

cheered.
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But there was a challenge: one idea had to serve many people. The friends looked at all their different drawings and

began to think together.
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They invited families, teachers, older neighbors, and local businesses to share what mattered most.
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Everyone placed a colored dot beside important needs. They also shared concerns and added new ideas.
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The shared plan included an accessible play area, a small multipurpose field, garden beds, shade tables, and a

simple platform.
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The children learned that dreams need numbers. Volunteers checked prices for equipment, delivery, soil, concrete,

and insurance. The first plan cost too much.
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Instead of quitting, they adjusted. A local builder donated labor, families offered to build the garden beds, and the

platform became smaller. Accessibility stayed.
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The children recorded a short presentation explaining the need, the community vote, the budget, and who would

care for the space.

12



Community members reviewed every proposal and voted. The children held hands as the result appeared: their

shared playground had been selected.
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On Building Day, neighbors arrived with gloves, water, tools, food, and music. Experts handled skilled work while

families painted, planted, and cleaned.
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Eli rolled through the wide entrance first. Amir kicked a ball, Sofia watered the garden, and Jordan tested the little

stage. The field was no longer empty.
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A plaque honored no single hero. The space had been designed, chosen, built, and cared for by the community - a

place everyone could share.
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When people listen, plan, and work

together, an empty place can become a

place for everyone.
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